
Dr. Pettit 
ENGL 4480.001: American Drama, 1914–Present 
Spring 2017 / LANG 210; Thursdays, 3:30‒6:20 

Office hours (Skype): Weds., Thurs., 10:00‒11:30; & by appointment 
[UPDATED 3/3/17] 

A NOTE ON THIS SYLLABUS:  
Over the years, syllabus have become longer, drearier, more legalistic, and less entertaining.  

I regret this, but I recognize that different times call for different assumptions and approaches. 
Please know that I endeavor to make my classroom a place of joy, laughter, and communion and 

that the tone of this document poorly represents that commitment. 
 
TEXTS.  The following texts are required. In order to ensure that we’re talking about the same 
version of the same play, please buy the assigned editions. Do not purchase Samuel French and 
Dramatists Play Service editions, which differ substantially from other editions. For problems 
procuring these titles, contact the campus Barnes & Noble at 940/565-2592. I am powerless to 
assist in such instances. 
 

 
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION. “Offered as a historical survey of American drama or as a study of 
major authors and schools. Authors may include O’Neill, Miller, Williams, Hansberry, Albee.” 
 
WHAT TO EXPECT. Some lecturing and lots of discussion, all of it, I assume, based on careful 
readings of the plays. I respect all informed statements and appreciate learning from my 
students. I do not respect uninformed statements. Read carefully and speak up. If you don’t 
read carefully or at all, sit quietly, blush, and repent inwardly. Then get on it next time. 
 
TIP. Read each play twice. You’ll understand the plays better and perform better on the quizzes. 
To emphasize: if you do this, your grades will be higher than they would be otherwise. 
 
CAVEAT. We take these plays as we find them, and we’ll find that some contain profanity, 
ideological irreverence, and difficult subject matter. Neither UNT nor the Department of English 
has a “trigger warning” policy. If this poses a problem for you, I suggest selecting another class. 
MY EXPECTATIONS. I ask you to recognize the following: 1) that this class requires hard work 
and a considerable investment of time, week after week; 2) that deadlines, all of which are 
clearly stated on this syllabus, are absolute; 3) that the study of literature is intrinsically difficult 

AUTHOR / EDITOR ISBN TITLE PUBLISHER 
Albee, Edward 978-0451218599 Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? NAL 
Barlow, Judith (ed.) 978-1438427904 Women Writers of the Provincetown Players SUNY Albany 
Hansberry, Lorraine 978-0679755333 Raisin in the Sun  Vintage 
Hellman, Lillian 978-0394741123 Six Plays Vintage 
Hudes, Quiara Alegria 978-1559364386 Water By the Spoonful Theater Com. Group 
Inge, William 978-0802132093 Four Plays Grove 
Kushner, Tony 978-1559363846 Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes Theater Com. Group 
Miller, Arthur 978-0140481341 Death of a Salesman Penguin 
Odets, Clifford 978-0802132208 Waiting for Lefty and Other Plays Grove 
O'Neill, Eugene 978-0486442181 Three Great Plays Dover 
Parks, Suzan-Lori 978-1559361958 The Red Letter Plays Theater Com. Group 
Ruhl, Sarah 978-1559363488 Passion Play Theater Com. Group 
Williams, Tennessee 978-0811214049 The Glass Menagerie New Directions 
Wilson, August 978-0452269293 Two Trains Running Plume 



and time-consuming; 4) that the composition of persuasive, thesis-driven essays is intrinsically 
difficult and time-consuming, and that these, not summaries or response papers, are the stock 
in trade of humanities majors; 5) that your investment of time does not guarantee a high grade 
but that withholding that investment will likely result in a low one; 6) that a certain amount of 
“stress” is intrinsic to the process of learning in an institutional context, the more so where 
weekly evaluations and other time-specific tasks are at issue; and 7) that classrooms are 
communities, and that your regular and intelligent participation is essential to the greater good 
of this particular community.  
 
If these items make sense to you, we’re on the same page—full speed ahead! If any of them 
seems off-key or obscure to you, you should select another class. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY. Policy in this matter is set by the Office of the Provost and applied by 
faculty. Consequently, students should attend both to the University’s policy (posted on 
Blackboard) and to my application of it, as stated below.  
 
Per UNT policy, I assert my authority “[to] lower a student’s grade where class attendance and 
class participation are deemed essential by the faculty member.” Students may miss one class 
without explanation or consequence. Students who miss two classes will be marked down one 
full grade-level; for example, a final “A” becomes a “B,” a “B” becomes a “C,” and so on. If a 
student misses a third class, I will, per UNT policy, request the Registrar to drop them from the 
course with the grade of “WF.”  
 
For excusable absences, see the UNT policy statement. Please consult this document before 
approaching me about an absence. Students whose excused and unexcused absences total five 
will also be dropped from the class, per an interpretation of UNT policy cleared with the Office 
of the Provost. I am firm but not unfeeling or ogreish in this respect as I hope in others. 
 
I realize that many students regard policies of this sort as unfair. My employer obviously 
disagrees, as do I. My solution is to distribute a clearly stated policy before the term begins, in 
order that students may determine whether my class or another might better serve their needs. 
Staying on and complaining about this or any other policy constitutes unsound strategy. 
 
SHORT PAPER (2 versions). The first polished version of the short paper is due Friday 4/14, 8:00 
a.m.; the final version is due Monday, 5/8, 8:00 a.m. For detailed information on the papers, 
see, on Blackboard, “Instructions for Short Papers” and “Writing Persuasive Essays,” both of 
which contain my grading rubric in addition to other vital information. 
 
GRADING. 50% of your final grade will be based on weekly quizzes, after I drop the lowest grade 
and replace the next-lowest grade(s) with extra-credit grades; 25% will be based on the first 
polished version of the short paper; 25% will be based on the final version of short paper. 
 
If your read the material carefully, the quizzes should be easy. On the other hand, I grade papers 
rigorously; thus, in part, the high percentage I assign to quizzes. I always schedule, and enjoy, 
extra office hours during the run-up to major due-dates. 
 



All work is graded on a scale of 0 to 20; for alphabetical conversions, see “Grade Conversion,” 
posted on Blackboard. I reserve the right slightly to adjust final grades in consideration of effort 
and participation (which I judge qualitatively, not quantitatively). See also “Extra Credit,” below.  
 
Please note the following imperfection in the schedule of assignments: most students will 
receive lower grades for papers than for quizzes, yet students will submit their first paper for 
grading until fairly late in the term. One obvious solution: get started early on the paper and 
beat the deadlines. Another solution: write an extra credit assignment very carefully and very 
early in the term. I’ll record the “real” extra-credit grade (I grade these generously) and the 
grade that I’d be likely to assign if this paper were a final paper. Regular consultation with me 
about your work in progress is advisable and welcome. FYI: paper grades tend to be on the far 
side of one grade-level lower than quiz grades (i.e., “A” on quizzes; “B” or “B-” on papers). 
 
I update grades on Blackboard after every quiz and assignment, via a spreadsheet posted under 
“Course Content” (not on the Blackboard-specific “Grades” page). 
 
LATE PAPERS? INCOMPLETES? No. No. 
 
EXTRA CREDIT. On or before 5/4 at 3:30 p.m., students may complete one, two, or three of the 
following options, or complete one of them twice or thrice, or mix-and-match for a total of two 
or three submissions. As I note above, I grade these assignments generously. Each extra-credit 
will replace the lowest quiz grade(s) remaining after I delete the “first” lowest. Completion of 
extra-credit often results in a final higher grade. 
 
1. Submit a 400‒500 word paper about an unassigned full-length play by one of the 

authors whom we are studying, analyzed with the assigned play in mind. See me for 
suggestions. 

2. Submit a 400‒500 word paper about a live performance of a play, children’s theater and 
musicals excepted. The paper should discuss an aspect of the performance (e.g., acting, 
set design, directing), as distinct from the readable text. Submit a ticket stub in class. 

3. Participate in a brief staged scene directed by professional actor Paul Meltzer, who will  
 attend many of our class meetings. Performances will require several rehearsals and  
 ample time for the memorization of lines. This option is fun, rewarding, and teacherly. 
 
BLACKBOARD. Course information will be posted on Blackboard. Emergency cancellations and 
other dated notices will be posted on Blackboard and transmitted thence by email.  
 
TURNITIN. All papers must be submitted on Turnitin, via Blackboard. Please submit them in 
Calibri, 12-pt. with a filename modeled thus: [lastname]_4480ExtraCredit1.docx. As the file-
extension suggests, the paper must be submitted in Word; I will not convert (thus will not read 
or grade) files in other programs. 
  
PLAGIARISM. Built from the Latin verb plagiare, meaning “to kidnap,” plagiarism is the re-
presentation of someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own—that is, without proper docu-
mentation. In the academic community, this is an extremely serious offence. It’s also an 
impressively foolish offence at a time when detection is almost comically easy, thanks to 
programs like Turnitin. See UNT’s policy on “Student Standards of Academic Integrity” (posted) 
as “the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 



unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement or citation” (p. 4). 
Students who plagiarize will be assigned a grade of “F” for the class, per an option authorized in 
the policy on academic integrity, pp. 4–5. 
 
OFFICE HOURS/SKYPE. I conduct scheduled office hours via Skype. Among the advantages of 
this system I note particularly the freedom it allows me to meet with students at irregular times 
and the relief from the horrors of I-35 it offers all of us save those who live in Denton proper. On 
or before the first day of the term, please download Skype (not Skype for Business), at 
https://www.skype.com/en/. (It’s free.) Then look up my address (alexpettit) and add me to 
your list of contacts. In order to outmaneuver the several pretenders who use various iterations 
of my name, I have decorated my address with UNT’s logo, for which you should therefore look. 
For more information, see my handout on Skype. If you have a practical objection to Skype, I’ll 
schedule an in-person appointment with you, almost certainly right before or after our class. But 
please do give it a chance; surprisingly, I’ve become something of a convert. 
 
E-MAIL. My address is Alex.Pettit@unt.edu; I check this account on weekdays, holidays and 
breaks excepted. Please use this address sparingly: do not send chatty memos, bulk memos, or 
memos informing me of the obvious (for example, stating that you won’t be in class on such-
and-such a date). E-mails must identify the course-number and topic in the subject line (e.g., 
“ENGL 4480: Possible topic for final paper”). E-mail is not an appropriate medium for intellectual 
discussion; visit me during office hours (see above) for discussions of the material. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES. No. This class is for real people in a real place at a real time, collectively 
engaging in intellectual communion. That’s precious, so let’s cherish it. The break at mid-point is 
also an e-free time. If you want to use your telephone, curling iron, convection oven, or any 
other appliance during the break, please do so outside the classroom. Most days, I’ll stay in or 
near the classroom during the break, hoping to enjoy some casual chat with smart and 
interesting folks like (indeed identical to) all y’all. See also “Rudeness / Disruption,” below. And 
see Joshua Whitfield’s thoughtful op-ed piece “We Are Slaves to Our Shiny Screens” (posted). 
 
RUDENESS / DISRUPTION. Please not use profanity in class (I’ll do my best, too); please do not 
wander in and out of class whimsically (I promise not to do so). UNT defines “disruptive 
behavior” as “behavior that interferes with the learning and teaching environment and/or the 
administrative student services function of the university” (see “Responding to Disruptive 
Student Behaviors” and “Code of Student Conduct,” posted). Note that the brochure on 
disruptive behavior instances “repeatedly leaving and entering the classroom without 
authorization while class is in session” as exemplary. See also “Electronic Devices,” above, and 
“Disruptive Student Behaviors” on “actions that distract the class from ... discussion,” of which 
unauthorized phone-use would seem a textbook example. 
 
SENATE BILL 11 (“CAMPUS CARRY”). Students are advised to read UNT’s policy on concealed 
handguns on campus, which I’ve posted on Blackboard. Here I note that 1) only licensed persons 
may legally carry handguns on campus, and 2) this right only authorizes the licensed carrying of 
“handgun[s], the presence of which is not openly noticeable to the ordinary observation of a 
reasonable person.” Per policy, if a gun is “partially or wholly visible, even if holstered,” it is not 
legal on campus, whether or not it is licensed. I report all illegal activities to the UNT police, 
regardless of their nature. 



 
“ACTIVE SHOOTER SITUATIONS.” Please read UNT’s guidelines for responding to “active shooter 
situations” and examine their classrooms with these in mind. See http://emergency.unt.edu/ 
get-prepared/Active-Shooter.  
 
FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION. “The University of North Texas makes 
reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accom-
modation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You 
may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be 
provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that 
students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 
each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the 
Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact 
them by phone at 940.565.4323.”  
 
Please know that I am committed to working with the ODA in order to ensure the equitable 
treatment and “reasonable accommodation” of all UNT students. Per the ODA’s website, further 
examination of a request for accommodation may be necessary when “a faculty member 
determines that he/she cannot provide a reasonable accommodation that does not 
fundamentally or substantially modify course, program or degree standards.” I review requests 
on a case-by-case basis and will contact you and/or the ODA for clarification if need be. 
 
SCHEDULE. Be sure to read supplementary materials (introductions, prefaces, notes, 
appendices) when these are present. “Will it be on the quiz?” Sometimes. 
 
1/19 From Barlow, ed.: selections by Boyce, Wellman, Glaspell 
1/26 O’Neill: “Anna Christie”  
2/2 O’Neill: The Emperor Jones, The Hairy Ape 
2/9 Odets: Waiting for Lefty 
2/16 Hellman: The Children’s Hour 
2/23 Williams: The Glass Menagerie 
3/2 Miller: Death of a Salesman 
3/9 Inge: Picnic 
3/16 Spring Break 
3/23 Hansberry: Raisin in the Sun 
3/30 Albee: Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
4/6 Kushner: Angels in America (Millennium Approaches only) 
4/13 Wilson: Two Trains Running 
Fri. 4/14 First polished version of short paper due, 8:00 a.m. 
4/20 Parks: The Red Letter Plays 
4/27 Ruhl: Passion Play 
5/4 Hudes: Water by the Spoonful. Extra-credit assignments due by 3:30 p.m. 
Mon. 5/8 Final version of sort paper due, 8:00 a.m. 
 

http://emergency.unt.edu/get-prepared/Active-Shooter
http://emergency.unt.edu/get-prepared/Active-Shooter
http://www.unt.edu/oda

